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Health and the Reagan-Udall Founda-
tion for the Food and Drug Administra-
tion Act, led by my Energy and Com-
merce Committee colleagues, Rep-
resentative HUDSON and Representative
ESHOO0.

Empowering biomedical innovation
in the United States is critical to pro-
tecting our global competitiveness. We
saw how important it was to invest in
creating new treatments during the
COVID-19 pandemic, and we need to
carry that momentum into the future.

H.R. 3743 authorizes increased trans-
fer authorities from the FDA and the
NIH to both the Reagan-Udall Founda-
tion and the Foundation for the NIH,
respectively.

Allowing FDA and NIH to provide in-
creased funding to these public-private
partnerships will give the Reagan-
Udall Foundation and the Foundation
for the NIH more flexibility to meet
the growing research demands and to
ultimately accelerate future medical
innovations.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no Members who wish to speak at this
time, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
as much time as he may consume to
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. HUDSON).

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 3743, Supporting the
Foundation for the NIH and the
Reagan-Udall Foundation for the FDA
Act.

I introduced this bipartisan bill along
with my friend, Chairwoman ANNA
ESsHO0O0, to build on our success of pub-
lic-private partnerships that have pro-
duced lifesaving medical break-
throughs.

The Foundation for the NIH and the
Reagan-Udall Foundation were created
by Congress to support the NIH and the
FDA by forging partnerships between
the Federal Government and private
industry experts.

Providing additional support to these
organizations would further accelerate
research into novel vaccines, thera-
peutics, diagnostics, and other innova-
tions, helping us prepare for future
emergencies.

Due to partnerships such as these, we
have already seen the success of the
ACTIV program in speeding develop-
ments of COVID-19 vaccines and treat-
ments.

It should be noted that we would not
be where we are today without the in-
novation seen in Operation Warp
Speed. This public-private partnership
has not received the credit it deserves
for creating, developing, and manufac-
turing life-saving vaccines in record
time.

Through my legislation, we can build
on these successes and enhance part-
nerships across the healthcare indus-
try.

I thank Chairman PALLONE and
Ranking Member GUTHRIE for their
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support, and I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I urge
support for this bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3743.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. BOEBERT. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

———

COLLECTING AND ANALYZING RE-
SOURCES INTEGRAL AND NEC-
ESSARY FOR GUIDANCE FOR SO-
CIAL DETERMINANTS ACT OF
2021

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3894) to require the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to issue
and disseminate guidance to States to
clarify strategies to address social de-
terminants of health under the Med-
icaid program and the Children’s
Health Insurance Program, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3894

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““Collecting and
Analyzing Resources Integral and Necessary for
Guidance for Social Determinants Act of 2021’
or the ““CARING for Social Determinants Act of
2021.

SEC. 2. REQUIREMENT TO ISSUE GUIDANCE TO
CLARIFY STRATEGIES TO ADDRESS
SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH
IN THE MEDICAID PROGRAM AND
THE CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE PROGRAM.

Not later than 3 years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, and not less frequently
than once every 3 years thereafter, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services shall up-
date the State Health Office letter 21-001, issued
on January 7, 2021, to clarify strategies to ad-
dress social determinants of health under the
Medicaid program and the Children’s Health In-
surance Program. Such update shall include the
following:

(1) Guidance to State Medicaid agencies re-
garding the strategies that States can implement
under authorities in existence as of such update
under title XIX of the Social Security Act, title
XXI of such Act, or section 1115 of such Act to
address social determinants of health in the pro-
vision of health care, including strategies spe-
cifically targeting children receiving medical as-
sistance under a State plan under title XIX of
such Act (or a waiver of such plan) or child
health assistance under a State child health
plan under title XXI of such Act.

(2) Guidance on how States can encourage
and incentivize managed care entities to address
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social determinants of health through contracts
with such entities.

(3) Updated examples from States with respect
to how States are addressing social determinants
of health in the provision of health care under
the Medicaid program under title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act and the Children’s Health In-
surance Program under title XXI of such Act,
including through payment models.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3894.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, environmental factors
can have a tremendous effect on an in-
dividual’s health. Where a person lives,
their level of education, their food se-
curity, and many other aspects of a
person’s life, can affect their health
and well-being. These are often called
the social determinants of health.

Healthcare providers and insurance
plans are looking more and more at ad-
dressing some of these social deter-
minants in order to improve individual
health. State Medicaid programs have
been especially engaged on this front.

Unfortunately, it can sometimes be
difficult for States and insurance plans
to understand the various authorities
available in Medicaid to address the so-
cial determinants of health. Likewise,
it can also be difficult to see how other
States are using those authorities in
creative new ways.

H.R. 3894, the Collecting and Ana-
lyzing Resources Integral and Nec-
essary for Guidance for Social Deter-
minants Act, will give States a valu-
able new resource to ensure that they
are able to use Medicaid to the fullest
extent possible.

H.R. 3894 will ensure that the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services
regularly updates its guidance to
States on how they can use Medicaid to
address the social determinants of
health. It will also require CMS to pro-
vide examples of how other States are
using Medicaid to address the social
and environmental factors that can af-
fect people’s health.

I want to thank Representatives
BLUNT ROCHESTER and BURGESS for
their work on this important bill, and
I urge my colleagues to support this bi-
partisan legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3894, the CARING for Social De-
terminants Act of 2021, a bill led by
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Representatives BLUNT ROCHESTER and
BILIRAKIS.

Research shows that socioeconomic
conditions, such as job loss, lack of
transportation, inadequate housing,
among others, can contribute to poor
health outcomes.

The Trump administration took a
key step at the beginning of this year
by releasing guidance to States on how
to better utilize Medicaid to support
social determinants of health. It pro-
vided real-world examples that States
are taking to improve outcomes for
beneficiaries.

For example, Medicaid managed care
plans in my home State of Kentucky
are leading the way by using care coor-
dinators to connect vulnerable bene-
ficiaries to social support services like
food pantries and daycare services.

The CARING for Social Determinants
Act would require HHS to update this
guidance every 3 years in order to drive
future innovation in State Medicaid
programs.

I am proud of the important steps
this bill takes to improve health out-
comes for some of our most vulnerable
populations.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no Members who wish to speak, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
as much time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS).

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the ranking member and the
chairman of the committee and, of
course, the ranking member of the full
committee, CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS,
for their work on this bill.

I am honored to be here today to
speak in support of H.R. 3894 and would
like to thank my colleague and friend,
Representative BLUNT ROCHESTER, for
sponsoring this important piece of leg-
islation. This is a really good bill.

I also want to thank my esteemed
colleagues on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee for their continued
bipartisan efforts to benefit American
patients under innovative delivery
models through increased data.

The CARING for Social Determinants
Act, which I proudly co-lead, would
provide routine guidance and strategies
to States to address the social deter-
minants of health under the Medicaid
and the Children’s Health Insurance
Program, or CHIP program.

This bill also solidifies States’ au-
thority to continue innovative waiver
payment models, which consequently
improves Medicaid beneficiaries’
health outcomes.

This is really a great bill, Mr. Speak-
er, and I want to thank the chairman.
We truly do work in a bipartisan fash-
ion in this committee, in most cases.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote in support of this bill.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I would
urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3894, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. BOEBERT. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

———————

SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF
HEALTH DATA ANALYSIS ACT
OF 2021

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4026) to require the Comptroller
General of the United States to submit
to Congress a report on actions taken
by the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to address social determinants
of health.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4026

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Social De-
terminants of Health Data Analysis Act of
2021,

SEC. 2. REPORT ON ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE SEC-
RETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN

SERVICES TO ADDRESS SOCIAL DE-
TERMINANTS OF HEALTH.

Not later than 2 years after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States shall submit to
Congress a report on actions taken by the
Secretary of Health and Human Services (in
this section referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’)
to address social determinants of health.
Such report shall include the following:

(1) An analysis of how any data collection
undertaken by the Secretary in furtherance
of such actions complies with Federal and
State privacy laws and regulations.

(2) A description of any coordination un-
dertaken by the Secretary with other rel-
evant Federal agencies and State and local
authorities as part of such actions.

(3) An identification of any potential for
duplication of such actions or other barriers
to such actions.

(4) Recommendations on how to foster pri-
vate-public partnerships, as well as how best
to leverage private sector efforts, to address
social determinants of health.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 4026.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, social determinants, or
social drivers, of health affect every
single person in our communities. They
are aspects of our daily living, such as
the conditions in the places where we
live, learn, work, and play, which can
positively or negatively affect a wide
range of health risks and outcomes.

Through our healthcare system, so-
cial determinants of health are being
examined as part of a holistic view of a
person’s healthcare.

A noted example was highlighted by
The New England Journal of Medicine
linking the loop that determinants can
play throughout a person’s life. Poor
health or lack of education can impact
employment opportunities which, in
turn, constrains income. Low incomes
reduce access to healthcare and nutri-
tious food and overall increase hard-
ship. Hardship causes stress which, in
turn, promotes unhealthy coping mech-
anisms, such as substance abuse and
poor nutrition choices. And poor nutri-
tion increases risk factors for heart
disease, obesity, and diabetes.

When not given an equal opportunity
to thrive, these social factors can com-
pound and snowball to negatively im-
pact a person and their community.
Fortunately, States are becoming inno-
vative in addressing social needs in the
communities to improve health and de-
crease costs.
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Today, we are taking another step in
the right direction by considering H.R.
4026, the Social Determinants of Health
Data Analysis Act of 2021. This bipar-
tisan legislation requires a report on
programs undertaken by the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services to
address social determinants of health.
The report would include recommenda-
tions to foster private-public partner-
ships and include an analysis of pri-
vacy measures as part of social deter-
minants of health data collection.

The report and research, Mr. Speak-
er, will help inform our future work on
social determinants, and, therefore, it
is important that we pass this bill.

I urge my colleagues to support the
legislation, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 4026, the Social Determinants
of Health Data Analysis Act of 2021, led
by the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BUR-
GESS) and the gentlewoman from Dela-
ware (Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER), my En-
ergy and Commerce Committee col-
leagues.

Social determinants of health impact
the quality of an individual’s life and



		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-12-01T22:39:17-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




